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1       Introduc�on 
 

1.1 Qualifica�ons and Experience 

I, Annemarie Johnston am employed as Senior Execu5ve Engineer in the Galway Na5onal 

Roads Project Office. I hold an Honours Degree in Civil Engineering from University of Galway 

and achieved Chartered Engineer status with Engineers Ireland.  

I have over 25 years post-graduate experience, including 7 years at Senior Execu5ve Level. I 

have 12 years’ experience in Roads and Transporta5on delivering road schemes in both rural 

and urban seGngs.  I have been involved in Greenways intermiHently since 2013. My current 

role is Project Manager for Greenways in County Galway and I manage three Greenway 

schemes at various stages.  

 

1.2 Role in the Proposed Development 

I have been the Project Manager for the NRPO Greenway design team on the Connemara 

Clifden to Oughterard Greenway scheme since March 2023. I am responsible for the overall 

direc5on of the design for this project, which is supported by a team of engineering 

professionals. 

 

1.3 Evidence to this Oral Hearing 

I have prepared this Brief of Evidence in accordance with the direc5ons of An Bord Pleanála as 

set out in the leHers to the Applicant dated 16th October 2024 and 11th November 2024. 

This report has been commissioned by Galway County Council, the Applicant, for the purposes 

of an Oral Hearing in rela5on to the Compulsory Purchase (No.2) Order, 2024 for the 

Connemara Clifden to Oughterard Greenway scheme (hereaLer referred to as the ‘Proposed 

Greenway’) and it addresses the following specific items: 

• Evidence to this Oral Hearing 

• Overview of the CPO 

• Overview of Jus5fica5on for land acquisi5on with reference to alterna5ves 

• Responses to wriHen submissions  
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2   CPO Overview 
 

2.1     Scheme background 

 

The Connemara Greenway Project began as a community led project driven by local community 
groups in Clifden, Recess and Oughterard with support from Fáilte Ireland, Galway County Council and 
Forum Connemara Ltd. The initial proposal was to develop a walking and cycling route along the 
dismantled Galway to Clifden rail line. This was deemed necessary in order to benefit local 
communities and visitors by providing a secure and safe environment for walkers and cyclists to travel 
between towns and villages along the route.   
 
The Clifden to Oughterard Greenway is the first stage of the Connemara Greenway  for which approval 
was obtained from An Bord Pleanála in 2013.  Once completed, it will link with the Oughterard to 
Galway Greenway (currently at design stage), form part of a cross country route from Clifden to 
Galway and on to Dublin and form part of the EuroVelo 1 (‘Atlantic Coast’) route, which is an 11,000km 
long-distance cycling route between Norway and Portugal. 

 

14.75 km has been constructed to date which included upgrade works on circa 3 km of local roads. 

Once completed, it will serve as an important amenity with commercial and tourism benefit to the 

west of Ireland.  

  

 

 

2.2   Economic Assessment: 

 

The are many benefits to ensuring for the completion of the Connemara Greenway from Clifden to 
Oughterard.  
 

 It is anticipated the greenway in a highly scenic, lake-rich, mountainous area will be an 
important amenity to Connemara and will entice local, domestic and overseas visitors to 
explore its towns and villages. This will further strengthen, enhance and extend the tourism 
season in the region. 
 

 Greenways provide momentum for new enterprise and rural regeneration. 
 

 An increase in walking and cycling will improve the health and general wellbeing of users and 
will lead to reduced car usage and the associated carbon emission levels. 
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2.3     Funding and progress to date 

The Scheme received funding from various sources un5l TII took over responsibility for the 

Scheme as a Project in 2022.  

Scheme Progression to date  

 2016 - 3km sec5on towards Clifden completed. 

 2019 - 6km sec5on in Ballinahinch completed. 

 2020 - 3km sec5on also in Ballinahinch, completed.  

 2022 to 2024 - 11km completed. 

 2022 to 2024 - 3.4km par5ally constructed.  

 2024 – provided for the inclusion of the Derryneen Rd, a 3km sec5on of the scheme 

on a shared use ‘quiet road’. This road is currently being upgraded with new surface 

and signage.  

 

This Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) involves specific sec5ons of this Greenway Project totalling 

6.75km which, if approved, will create a vital 28.2km length of con5nuous, uninterrupted Greenway 

between Clifden and Derryneen.  

Note Table 1 and Figure 1 for more detail on sec5ons complete and under construc5on.  This CPO 

process is required in circumstances where it has not been possible, despite best efforts of the Project 

Team, to progress this specific 6.75km sec5on of the Greenway Project by way of  voluntary agreement 

and acquisi5on from all landowners along this par5cular stretch of the Project Route. Given the said 

set of circumstances, there is no alterna5ve op5on available to Galway County Council/TII to progress 

and complete the Greenway Project with the view to providing for a con5nuous, uninterrupted and 

viable Greenway along the approved Project Route. As such, the Project Team is acquiring no more 

land than is necessary to complete the Greenway Project for which approval has been obtained 

previously. The Project Team has ensured for minimum disturbance and it is submiHed that the CPO is 

propor5onate and necessary in the circumstances that currently prevail.  

 

Clifden to Oughterard Greenway Route length (Km) 

Sec5on constructed to date on public road 3.20 km 

Sec5ons constructed acquired by voluntary agreement 11.55 km 

Total constructed to date 14.75 km 

  

Sec5on under Construc5on (voluntary agreement) 3.40 km 

Sec5on under Construc5on (upgrade to local “quiet road”) 3.30 km 

Total under construc-on 6.70 km 

Total complete or under construc-on 21.45 km 

  

Sec5ons under CPO 6.75 km 

Total length Clifden to end of Derryneen Rd 28.2 km 
 

Remainder of Scheme from Derryneen Rd to Oughterard  24.00 km 

Table 1 – Progress
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2.4   Design Criteria 

 

 Pavement design is in line with current standards. Refer to Appendix A pavement design 

make up, standard fencing and gate examples. 

 Photographs of completed sec5ons are included in Appendix B 

 The full extent of the proposed Greenway is shown in the loca5on maps in Appendix C 

 Drainage system is over the edge drainage. Exis5ng drains will be recharged as described in 

the EIS. 

 Access to side roads will be maintained during the construc5on and opera5on period and 

access to proper5es will also be maintained throughout construc5on and subsequent 

Greenway opera5on.  

 The integrity of exis5ng services connec5ons are to be maintained throughout construc5on 

and opera5on and there are no interrup5ons planned or an5cipated during the construc5on 

phase.  

 

2.5   Environmental Evalua�on: 

 

 Prior to commencement of phased Construc5on Work, a detailed Environmental Method 

Statement is prepared by a suitability qualified ecologist as has occurred during development 

of the completed sec5ons of the Project to date. 
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3   Jus�fica�on for land acquisi�on with reference to alterna�ves considered. 

 

3.1     Jus�fica�on for land acquisi�on by CPO   

 

The Greenway Project Team has liaised with and made significant efforts to engage with all the 

landowners along this par5cular sec5on of the project route. Where a number were not agreeable to 

acquirement by agreement since the planning stage, it was decided to con5nue with construc5on 

elsewhere with the view to providing addi5onal 5me for this landowner liaison and engagement. The 

ul5mate goal of the Project Team has always been to look to secure voluntary agreement and 

acquisi5on of the subject lands from all landowners along this sec5on of the route.  

The Project Team made a decision to complete this phase of the Greenway Project at the Derryneen 

Road which is classed as a “quiet road” in Greenway terms. This is due to it’s low volume of 

vehicular/traffic numbers. This local quiet road is part of the planned Greenway Project Route and it 

was determined by the Project Team that it represented an appropriate finishing point for this 

par5cular phase of the build.  

The Greenway Project, it is hereby submiHed, is now at a very cri5cal stage whereby in order to ensure 

for the comple5on of a con5nuous, uninterrupted and viable sec5on from Clifden to Derryneen, 

totalling 28.2km, Galway County Council have no alterna5ve but to proceed with the acquisi5on of the 

various landholdings outlined herein by way of CPO. 

 

3.2    Alterna�ves considered  

 

Galway County Council are obliged to follow the route for which development consent was obtained 

from an Bord Pleanala in 2013.  

Prior to the construc5on of each sec5on of the Greenway, the route is examined and designed 

specifically. The following table outlines the alterna5ves considered at each of the sites where 

submissions have been received from the various landowners in ques5on.  
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Plot No’s. 

5,600.100A 

5,600.100 

5,600.101 

5,600.102 

 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Joyce lands at 
Emlaghmore Ch. 5600 – 8400 approx. 
 
Restric5ng and focussing the route to disturbed ground / exis5ng ar5ficial 
surfaces is the principle mi5ga5on measure arising in this case, whereby every 
effort is made to complete the Greenway Project whilst ensuring that direct loss 
of /nega5ve impacts on sensi5ve habitats are avoided. 
 

Land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on 
It varies due to topography, cuHngs, embankments. 
 

The route is following an exis5ng railway bed, used as an access route.  
Access to lands can s5ll be provided to landowner along this sec5on. 
 
The landowner is a shareholder of commonage to north and south of route 
under discussion. 
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix E. 
 

 

 

 

 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 

 

Plot No,s 

20,200.100 

20,200.101 

 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Sta5on House lands at 
Lios Uachtair Ch. 20150– 20250 approx. 
 
Working within permission granted which means least impact on the enjoyment 
of the dwelling.  
 
Constraints include designated lands to south, N59 to north.  
 
If the route was situated on the north of the N59, this would require 2 major 
road crossings, one on a busy R344 Regional road and one on the N59 Na5onal 
route. 
 
The land take is restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on  
and does not cause division.  
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix D 
 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 
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Plot No’s 

24,600.100 

24,800.100 

24,800.101 

24,800.102 

 
Constrained by the route which received planning in 2013 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Burke lands at Caher Ch. 
24600 – 24800 approx 
 
Restric5ng and focussing the route to disturbed ground / exis5ng ar5ficial 
surfaces is the principle mi5ga5on measure arising in this case, whereby every 
effort is made to complete the Greenway Project whilst ensuring that direct loss 
of /nega5ve impacts on sensi5ve habitats are avoided. 
 
The land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and 
opera5on. It varies due to the exis5ng cuHngs and embankments along the 
corridor.  
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix G. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 

 

 

Plot No’s 

17,100.100 

17,100.101 

17,100.102 

 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Leahy lands at Athry Ch. 
17000 – 17700 approx. 
 
Restric5ng and focussing the route to disturbed ground / exis5ng ar5ficial 
surfaces is the principle mi5ga5on measure arising in this case, whereby every 
effort is made to complete the Greenway Project whilst ensuring that direct loss 
of /nega5ve impacts on sensi5ve habitats are avoided. 
 
Land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on. 
It varies due to topography, cuHngs, embankments. 
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix F. 
 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 
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Plot No’s 

24,180.100 

24,400.100 

 

 
Constrained by the route which received planning in 2013 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Joyce lands at Caher Ch. 
24280 – 33200. 
 
Restric5ng and focussing the route to disturbed ground / exis5ng ar5ficial 
surfaces is the principle mi5ga5on measure arising in this case, whereby every 
effort is made to complete the Greenway Project whilst ensuring that direct loss 
of /nega5ve impacts on sensi5ve habitats are avoided. 
 
Land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on. 
It varies due to topography, cuHngs, embankments. 
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix H. 
 

 

 

 

Plot No’s 

23,100A.102 

23,100B.103 

24,000.100 

 
Constrained by the route which received planning in 2013 
 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Joyce lands at Caher Ch. 
23980– 24180. 
 
Restric5ng and focussing the route to disturbed ground / exis5ng ar5ficial 
surfaces is the principle mi5ga5on measure arising in this case, whereby every 
effort is made to complete the Greenway Project whilst ensuring that direct loss 
of /nega5ve impacts on sensi5ve habitats are avoided. 
 
The route is 5ed to the exis5ng bridge abutments with steep embankments on 
approach.  
 
Land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on, 
with considera5on of the exis5ng embankments 
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix I. 
 

 

 

 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 

 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 
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Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 

 

 

Plot No’s 

20000.105 

20000.106 

20000.107 

20000.108 

20000.109 

20000.110 

23,100A.102 

23,100B.103 

 

 

Constrained by the route which received planning in 2013 
There was no suitable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Provincial Loan 
Company Ltd lands at Garroman Ch. 20050 – 20150 approx. 
 
The crossing of the N59 is at the most suitable loca5on from a safety point of 
view.  
 
Land take has been restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on. 
It varies due to topography, cuHngs, embankments. 
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix J. 
 

Name Considera-on of Alterna-ve 

 

 

Plot No’s 

20,200.100 

20,200.101 

 
There was no viable alterna5ve to the crossing of the Sta5on House lands at 
Lios Uachtair Ch. 20150– 20250 approx. 
 
Working within permission granted which means least impact on the enjoyment 
of the dwelling. Constraints include designated lands to south, N59 to north. If 
route was to north of N59, this would be in the nHA and SAC and would need 2 
crossing Regional road and na5onal route. 
 
The land take is restricted to lands necessary for construc5on and opera5on and 
does not cause division.  
 
Refer to drawings in Appendix D. 
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4   Responses to the submissions received:  
 

 

It is noted that there are twenty-seven (27) landowners affected by this CPO due to the 

approved Greenway Scheme.  

 

There have been ten (10) submissions received in rela5on to the CPO objec5ons.  

 

Two number withdrawals prior to Oral Hearing as of the 26th November 2024.  

 

Further details of the submissions and responses can be found in Part 2.1 “Response to 

Submissions” contained within the Applicant’s Oral Hearing documenta5on submiHed to the 

Board. 

 

 

5   Conclusions /Cer�fica�on 
 

I cer5fy that the land described in the schedules of the Compulsory Purchase (no. 2) Order, 2024 for 

Connemara Greenway Clifden to Oughterard are necessary and suitable for the development of the 

Proposed Greenway, and par5cularly: 

1) The maps marked with the reference no. CG-CPO-2024-01-05 to CG-CPO-2024-05-05  are a 

true and accurate descrip5on of the lands to be compulsorily acquired for the proposed 

Greenway.  

 

2) The CPO schedules are a true and accurate descrip5on of the lands which will be affected by 

the works. 
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Appendix A- Typical Construc�on Drawings 
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Appendix B – Photographs of sec�ons completed 
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Appendix C - General Arrangement Plans  
 

Legend 
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4. Issue of Drawings.
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carried out based on these files is at the recipients own risk. RPS will not accept
any responsibility for any errors arising from the use of these files, either by
human error by the recipient,  listing of un-dimensioned measurements,
compatibility issues with the recipient's software, and any errors arising when
these files are used to aid the recipients drawing production, or setting out on site.

5. Datum: Ordnance Survey Datum, Malin Head

Notes:

1. This drawing is the property of RPS Group PLC, it is a confidential document and
must not be copied, used, or its content divulged without prior written consent.

2. Verifying Dimensions.
The contractor shall verify dimensions against such other drawings or site
conditions as pertain to this part of the work.

3. Existing Services.
Any information concerning the location of existing services indicated on this
drawing is intended for general guidance only.  It shall be the responsibility of the
contractor to determine and verify the exact horizontal and vertical alignment of
all cables, pipes, etc. (both underground and overhead) before work
commences.
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Appendix D  - Scheme Map referring to Plot no’s 20,200.100 and 

20,200.101. 
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Appendix E - Scheme Map referring to Plot No’s. 5,600.100A, 

5,600.100, 5,600.101 and 5,600.102 
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Appendix F - Scheme Map referring to Plot No’s 17,100.100, 

17,100.101 and 17,100.102 
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Appendix G  - Scheme Map referring to Plot No’s 24600.100,  

24,800.100,  24,800.101,  24,800.102 
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Appendix H - Scheme Map referring to Plot No’s 24,400.100 
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Appendix I  - Scheme Map referring to Plot No. 24,000.100 
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Appendix J - Scheme Map referring to Plot No’s 20000.105 20000.106, 

20000.107, 20000.108, 20000.109, 20000.110 
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